In simple prose, L. G. Moses recreated James Mooney's life, work, and publications in The Indian Man. One of the first late-nineteenthcentury ethnologists employed by the Bureau of American Ethnology, Mooney, a self-trained ethnologist, studied Native American cultural groups through the tools of history and anthropology. Many of Mooney's writings such as "The Ghost Dance Religion and Sioux Outbreak of 1890," remain the standard reference works even today on their subjects. His most productive years as a scholar were in the latenineteenth and early twentieth century; in his later years, he became embroiled in the dispute which involved the question of the legalization of peyote. He supported its legal use by Native Americans for religious purposes while state officials and Indian reform groups opposed the legalization of the plant. Moses carefully and successfully examined Mooney's life in contexts broader than his own writings and travels to the western reservations; the author placed Mooney in the development of the discipline of anthropology in America. Self-taught Moohey sought respectability as a scholar at a time when academically trained anthropologists such as Franz Boas were stressing the need for formally trained ethnologists. It is within this historical development of the discipline of anthropology that Mooney's contributions withstood the test of scholarly scrutiny. Moses's biography is required reading for anyone wanting to understand the "Indian Man."
